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This event is part of the Catalyzing Entrepreneurship 
and Economic Development (CEED) initiative. The CEED 
initiative is funded with a generous financial gift from the 
Robert M. Hearin Support Foundation.
Mississippi Entrepreneurship Forum
Formerly known as the Rural Entrepreneurship Forum, the event will bring together 
leading entrepreneurs, economic developers, innovators and future business 
owners to learn more about the current entrepreneurial climate and the future of 
entrepreneurship in Mississippi. 
Now in its fifth year, the Mississippi Entrepreneurship Forum will provide working 
opportunities for aspiring business owners and thriving entrepreneurs to share practical 
and useful information about building a business. Additionally, attendees will hear best 
practices of successful case studies and learn more about resources and strategies 
available to entrepreneurs from institutions of high education in Mississippi and other 
key organizations. Panels on technology and innovation, student entrepreneurship, and 
the state’s entrepreneurial ecosystem also will be conducted.
Mississippi Entrepreneurship Forum Planning Team Members
Tasha Bibb (Innovate Mississippi) 
John Brandon (Millsaps College) 
Dr. Marty Brock 
(Mississippi University for Women) 
Phil Hardwick (Millsaps College) 
Dr. Nicholas Hill 
(Jackson State University) 
Dr. JR Love (University of Mississippi) 
 
Tonya Neely (Institutions of Higher Learning) 
Nash Nunnery 
(Mississippi Development Authority) 
Jeffrey Rupp (Mississippi State University) 
Will Tabor (Belhaven College) 
James Wilcox 
(University of Southern Mississippi) 
Dr. Glendscene Williams 
(Delta State University)
For More Information
Please go to www.meforum.olemiss.edu, or contact Dr. JR Love at jrlove@olemiss.edu or 
Phil Hardwick at phil.hardwick@millsaps.edu.
Mississippi Entrepreneurship Forum Sponsors
Innovate Mississippi
Millsaps College 
Else School of Management
Mississippi Entrepreneurship Forum
Cabot Lodge Millsaps-Jackson, Mississippi
March 8, 2019
8:00 a.m. ...............................................................................................................................................Registration
8:30 a.m. ..................................................................................................................................................... Welcome
 Dr. JR Love (University of Mississippi)  
 Phil Hardwick (Millsaps College)
8:35 a.m. ..................................................................................................................................... Opening Remarks
 Glen McCullough (Mississippi Development Authority)
8:45 a.m. .............................................................................................................................Student Entrepreneurs
 Anna Barker and Hagan Walker (Mississippi State University)
9:10 a.m. ...................................................................................................College and University Entrepreneurs
 Moderator, Eric Hill (Mississippi State University) 
 James Wilcox (University of Southern Mississippi) 
 Dr. Glendscene Williams (Delta State University) 
 Matthew McLaughlin (Attorney) 
 Drew Donohoe (Mississippi College)
10:10 a.m. .................................................................................................................................. Networking Break*
10:30 a.m. .................................................................................................................. Technology and Innovation
 Moderator, Tasha Bibb (Innovate Mississippi)
 Vince Jordan (Lobaki, Inc.) 
 Terrance Hibbert (University of Mississippi Medical Center-HIT Center) 
 Rhonda Taylor (Engineer Research and Development Center) 
 Conor Ferguson (Mississippi State University)
11:30 a.m. .............................................................................................................................Complimentary Lunch
Noon .............................................................................................................................................. Keynote Speaker
 Sheena Allen (CEO/founder, Capway)
12:30 p.m. ........................................................................................... Mississippi’s Entrepreneurial Ecosystem
 Moderator, Dr. Nicholas Hill (Jackson State University) 
 Jeffrey Rupp (Mississippi State University) 
 Dr. Scott Kolle (Mississippi Community College Board) 
 Joe Donovan (Mississippi Development Authority) 
 Ashley Bowen (University of Mississippi)
1:30 p.m...................................................................................................................................“The Future is Now”
 Moderator, Allyson Best (University of Mississippi) 
 Delbert Hosemann (Secretary of State) 
 Phil Hardwick (Millsaps College) 
 Craig Felzien (Lindenwood University) 
 Elena Bauer (University of Mississippi)
2:30 p.m. ............................................................................................................................................ Final Remarks
 Dr. Albert Nylander (University of Mississippi)
 
*Student/Faculty Posters and Virtual Reality with Vince Jordan (Lobaki, Inc.) 
will be available all day (8:30 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.) 
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